
American Jobs Plan. The President has proposed a broad $2-trillion eight-year spending package

that covers both traditional infrastructure and other spending intended by the Administration to

improve competitiveness with funding for elder and disability care, housing, broadband and

workforce development, among other categories.

Status: Congress is working on putting into legislative language. This plan will likely be

considered in different bills including Surface Transportation Reauthorization and/or other

vehicles.

Bipartisan Infrastructure Plan. A bipartisan group of 20 Senators negotiated a broad

infrastructure spending package that would increase spending on generally more traditional

infrastructure (highways, bridges, water, ports, etc.). The package outlines $579 billion in increased

spending over the baseline of current spending.

Status: The Administration and a bipartisan group of Members of the U.S. House of

Representatives have endorsed the package. It is being put into legislative language for

possible Congressional action this summer.

 

Surface Transportation/Highway Bill Reauthorization. Surface transportation programs were

last reauthorized in 2015 (The FAST Act) and were due to expire in September 2020. Congress

passed a one-year extension through September 2021. 

Status: In July, the House of Representatives passed a five-year extension. In the Senate, two of

the four committees of jurisdiction have completed work. Information on those bills can be

found here and here. The Senate must complete work on their complete bill before a final bill

can be negotiated. This could be incorporated into the Bipartisan Infrastructure Plan discussed

above.
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State Department Authorization. The House has passed a broad U.S. Department of State

Authorization bill. This bill modifies the management and operations of the Department.

Contained in the bill is language (pages 53-55) encouraging design-build when State builds

embassies, consulates and other diplomatic posts.

Status: The House passed the bill with broad bipartisan support. The Senate committee

of jurisdiction may take up their version of such a bill in the fall. While it is unclear if the

design-build provisions will be contained in the Senate version, thus far the language

does not seem contentious.

Public Housing Authority Legislation. Rep. Richie Torres (D-NY) is preparing legislation that

would authorize design-build in federally-funded housing projects overseen by public

housing authorities. The bill, if passed, would supersede any state or local limitations on

design-build.

Status: The bill is being drafted now and DBIA has offered comments. At this point, there

is no Senate version of the bill.

Reverse Auction Legislation. Last year, Congress passed legislation banning reverse

auctions for the awarding of federal contracts for design and construction services. This was a

priority of a coalition of A/E/C organizations of which DBIA is a member. This year legislation

is moving through the process to clarify that the ban would be limited to “complex,

specialized or substantial design and construction services.”

Status: The House has passed its version of the bill. A Senate version of the bill has been

introduced. The Senate is likely to act on this bill, though when is not clear.

Water/Wastewater Infrastructure Funding. Congress has also been working to pass

funding for the water and wastewater loan programs and other assistance. The House bill

has $168 billion. The Senate has passed a bill with $35 billion.

Status: Water infrastructure funding is considered part of the non-controversial class of

infrastructure so has a good shot at being in one of the funding vehicles. The final dollar

amounts will have to be negotiated.

Legislative or Advocacy Questions? Email us at advocacy@dbia.org

Find Maps & Resources at dbia.org/advocacy
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